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= 1 I Tim. VI. 18, 19. 
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I bat they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 


TI '# , % 


o diſtribute, willing to communicate. # 
Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation, 4. 
Saint the time to coine, that they may lay bold on eben- 


* HESE words are part of that Charge which St. Paul 


commands Timothy, in the verſe immediately pre- 
ceding my text, to lay upon them that are rich in this i 
I toorld. And they do both, fully and empharically zcach * 
J ſuch their duty of Beneficence or Charity towards their 
. pbor indigent brethren, and moſt pathetically and power- 
fully invite and fir them up to the pracſice of it. Their 
Duty cannot poſſibly be ſet forth in fuller terms, than 
thoſe the Text; That they do good, a very large expreſ- 
ſion, and which comprehends under it all thoſe various 
ways, by which they may be helpful and ſerviceable, ei- 
ther to the Souls or Bodies, the temporal or eternal In- h 
cdek.ereſts of their Brethren. That they be rich in good works, | 
. not only do an ac of Charity now and then, but con- 
ſtantly embrace ali opportunities of doing ſuch acts, to n 
which their capacities will extend; and, by this means, b) 
become as rich in the exerci/e, as God has made them 7 
in the power, of doing good. And laſtiy, that they be ar 
4 ready to diftribute, and willing to communicate, that is in ci 
other words, that they do, p/entifully in proportion to as 
their worldly circumſtances, and cheerfully without the ty 
leaſt grudging or reluctancy, contribute towards the re- 
lief of their diſtreſſed brethren. And then the znvitation at 
or metive to this duty, is certainly the greateſt that can th 
poſſibly be propos d, even the promile ot everlaſting hap- Þ« 
Pineſs and glory: Laying up in ſtore, or treaſuring up as 
far themſelves, a 7 foundation, ſtock or pledge againſt . 
The future, that they may lay hold on eternal life. Which M 
words; I think, do likewiſe fairly intimate to us, what 
ought to be our principal end, in doing good, with re- 
ſpect to our ſelves; namely, the obtaining, not the fa- to 
vour-or applauſe of Men, or any other ſuch worldly ad- 
vantages, but advantages of a much higher and more /pr- | el 
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yitu2] nature, ſuch as the favour of God and our Bleſſed 
Saviour, and through that, the hope of eternal happineſs 
in another c GR TEC 
The Duty of doing good in general is fo large a ſubject, 
4. | that it would be impoſhble for me to do it any tolerable 
„ || juſtice, within the limits of ſo ſhort a diſcourſe, asI 
muſt now be confin'd to. And therefore I ſhall ſingle out 
for my preſent Subject, that particular inſtance of doing 
good, mention'd in my Text, the diſtributing and commu- 
* nicating of our worldly goods, or giving Alms, to our 
% | poor brethren this being an inſtance of Charity very pro- 
per to our preſent occaſion, ſuch as of all others Men have 
ir. | moſt need to be put in mind of (for that Charity which 
- 7 is mol} coſtly, is always moſt neg/eded) and yet, at the 
ir fame time, ſuch as is one of the ſureſt ne and proofs 
of our being true Chriſtians, ſuch as our Bleſſed Lord has 
in a moſt e/pecial and extraordinary manner recommended 
ta us in Scripture, 1 John 3. 18. 19. Luke 11. 41, 12. 33. 
i- Mat. 25. 35, 36, Nc. and ſuch as he himſelf has affur'd us, 
1- he will at the great day of Judgment lay the moſt parti- 
cular weight and ſtreſs upon. 28 1 
But before I proceed to treat of this Duty, I think it 
o needful to premiſe, that altho' in the charge here given 
S, by the A pole, the rich only are mention'd, yet Men of 
n 4 ranks and circumſtances, (the very meaneſt only, who 
de are ſo poor themſelves as to be under an a/olate incapa- 
in city of giving A/ms, excepted) are concern'd in it. For, 
o as the obligations from Nature and Reaſon, to this Du+ 
2 ty, do as ſtrongly bind thoſe of moderate and mean for- 
2- | tunes, in proportion to their abilities, as thoſe of plentiful 
„ and great ones: ſo do the Scriptures as well command 
in thoſe of a /ow condition, Epheſ. 4. 28. fo work with their 
1- bands, that they may have to give to him that needeth, 
pas the rich to be ready ro diſtribute, and willing to com- 
jt municate, out of their abundance. Luke 21. 1, 2, 3. 
h Mark 12. 41. And we find there, that neither did the 
poor Widdow think her ſelf excus'd from giving, tho! her 
whole ſubſtance was bur 7wo mites, but freely gave it all 


a- {to pious and charitable uſes; nor did the deep poverty of 
1- Ihe Macedonians hinder them from miniſtring to the ne- 
1. eſſities of their poor brethren ; but. fo their power, yea 
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and beyond their power, did the riches of their Liberalty 4 
= ebound. So that 1 would not be thought to be ſpeakin 

to the rich only, tho indeed principally to them, while I 1 

aa preſſing this duty of Alm giving; but my deſign is, 

| | - to exhort all Men zo be mercful, after their 2 If A 
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| | they have much, to give plenieouſiy. If they baue little, 
bl yet {till zo do their diligence gladly to give of that little: 
A well knowing that by ſo doing, they ſhall all gather 


themſelves a good reward in the day of neceſſity. Tob. 6. 
1 1 E SE Lees 
3 This being premis'd, I ſhall now proceed (in order to 
2 make my Diſcourſe as uſeful as I can, both with reſpect 
to the Subject which I am to treat ot, and the Occaſion \ 
which call'd me hither to treat of it) in the following 
method. 2 ES = 
| Firſt, I will endeavour to ſhew wherein the true nature | 

bol this Duty of Alms-giving conſiſts; and in what manner { 
it may beſt be performed by us. e 
_. Second'y, I will briefly lay before you the various and 


molt powerfu/ motives that there are, to invite us to the 


o 


vs 


* 


11 
1 practice of this Duty. And Whew STONE { 
. Laſtly, Repreſent to you the excellency of that Har- | 
ticular Charity, Which I am this Day to intreat your 
Ams for. 8 N 


Iſt. I am to ſhow wherein the true nature of this Duty 


of Alms-gtving conſiſts; and in what manner it may beſt be 

perform d by us. Now Almse-giving is generally divided, 
by thoſe that treat of it, into Spiritual and Corporal: Spi- 
| ritual, which conſiſts in inſtructing the ignorant, ad viſing 


the doubtful and perplex'd, comforting the afflicted, cen- 


1 
4 


ſuting ſuch as do amiſs, pardoning thoſe that have of- 
tended us, ſupporting the weak, praying generally for j 
all Men, Cc. Corporal, which conſiſts in feeding the hun- 
þ gry, giving drink to the thirſty, clothing the naked, lodg- | 
. ing ſtrangers, viſiting the ſick, redeeming captives, bury- 
ing the dead, and all other charitable offices of the like 
nature. But, as for the firſt branch of this diviſion, viz. 
Spiritual Alms-giving, I look upon it to have the name of 
Alms-groing. only figuratively and by way of Analog), and 
that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Ans giving always ſignifieth, 
doth in Scripture Language and our common uſage of 1 
5 | 83 5 | 1 Word, 
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word, the giving ſome part of our worldly goods to thoſe 
0 that are in want. At leaſt, it is plain that it is this ſort 
of Alms-giving, which St. Pau! had relpect to in my 
7 Text, and which I ſhall therefore /o/cly inſiſt upon at 
preſent. . 1 
„ And this Ale giving, confider'd 2s it is 4 Oden 
le. duty, may be properly enough defin'd to be, A free 
7 ; and willing communication or diſtribution of ſome part of 
6. bur worldly goods, to our wrt Brethren, for the relief and 
© ſupply of their wants, whither of Soul or Body; and this 
4 too, upon the true principles of the Goſpel. For your 
ert better underſtanding of which definition, and ſhowing 
Of \ you the juftneſs of it, I muſt beg leave ro explain my 
ing * ſelf, as to the ſeveral parts of it, in the following par- 
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tticulars. 
ure { 


/ | Firſt then, when I fay that Alme. giving is a communi- 
mer cation or diſtribution of o#r worldly goods. I mean of 
, * ſuch goods only, as are truly and properly or ow”, For 

nd | he, who gives away the goods of another; is fo tar from 


the going an att of Charity, which will render him acceptable 
to God, that he plainly doth an act of Injuftice, for 


ar. which he muſt expect to be Pniſb'd by him. And con- 


1 


our ſequently he, who gives to the poor only his ill gotten 
goods, the fruits of his oppreſſion and violence, fraud 
uty and couzenage, &c. cannot be truly ſaid to give an A/ms, 
t be becauſe, in doing this, he either gives to che poor that, 
led, which onght to be reſtor”d to thoſe from whom he has 
Vi wrongfully taken it, if it be in his power to find them 
ſing our, and h is guilty of Izjsftice: or otherwiſe, he gives 


cen. to the poor no more than is due to them, as God's Re- 
of. ejvers of that which, for want of a poſſibility of find- 
for ing our the true owners, he cannot return to them, and 
hun. ſo at beſt he doth but an act of Religion. As little can 
odg- he deſerve the name of an A/ms-grver, who gives to the 
dur) poor that, which he knows himſelf certainly to be i- 
like dlebted to another perſon: nay, or which he has reaſon 
VIZ. 4 to believe, all accompts being fairly ſtared between him 
de Or and others, is not his on, but theirs. This is manifeſt 
zand and palpable injuſtice: and it is an eftabliſh'd Rule in 
eth, Divinity, that ut ice muſt be done, before we can have 
diy any room for Charity. And e Divines explain 
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the bm, which we tranſlate ſuch abings ar we have, | 
Luke 11. 41. vid. Poli: Synop. in locum, and which our 
Saviour commands us to give, Alms of, to be ſuch 
goods as remain to us clear, after full Feſtitution made 
and juſtice done to all ſuch, as we have wrong d or ſtand © 
JJ EE og tt 5 
Slͤecondly, I ſay it muſt be a free and willing diſtribu- 
tion: becauſe Ant. giving is a Religious act, and every Re- 
Ligious act, conſider'd as ſuch, mult come from the 0 : 
and have the full conſent of the whole wil! and affefions 
along with ir; otherwiſe it will never be p/ca/ing in Gods 
tight, as he himſelf has frequently declar'd in Scripture, 
Exod. 25. 2.35.5. Prov. 23. 26. Iſai: 29. 13. 14. And 
for this reaſon I fear that we often give to the poor, what 
cannot properly be call'd A/ms: as, when we pay our 
Pariſh Rates for them, only becauſe. the Law has com- ] 
manded it, but with all the #7w//zngneſs and relutfancy | 
imaginable: much more when, as is but roo commonly 
Teen, We uſe all manner of indirect and 1ric&iſh means, 
to avoid paying even a Juſt and neighbourly proportion 
towards theſe Rates. Surely that which is thus ſqueez d 
out of us, whither he will or no, is not giving as a man 
is diſpos'd in his own heart, but giving grudgingly, and 
of neceſſity, and conſequently ſuch giving as God has 
aforehand declar'd, he will not be p/eas*d with, 2 Cor. 9. 7. 
Thirdly, 1 ſay eur worldly goods in general; becauſe not 

only our money, but our meat, our drink, our clothing, 
our lodging, Prov. 3.9. and in fine, whatever part of our 
worldly ſubſtance our poor brother is uſtain'd and com- 
orted by us with, have always been reputed to deſerve 
the name of A/ms, Nehem. 8. 11. And 1 ſay ſome part of 
our wordly goods only, becauſe there is no caſe, in which 
we are bound to give the whole: but we may always re- 
ſerve enough for the neceſſary ſuſtenance of our /e/ves and 
families. There may indeed happen extraordinary caſes, 
ſuch as thoſe of famine, extreme perſecution, Cc. Acts 11. 
29. Acts 4. 37. in which we may be oblig'd, as the firſt | 
Chriſtians thought themſelves, not only to give according 
to our utmoſt abilities, with reſpect to the profit or income | 
of our eſtates, but even to part with ſome of the princi- 
pal, nay to:/el/ the tohole, Luke 1 2.33% 48 they 10, an 4 
R # vie 4 
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Tivide amongſt others what; moſt ſiritly ſpeaking, is 


Ro „ 


5 
7 


— 
1 


»Fnöt neceſſary for rhe ſupport of our ſelves and our fa. 


Our lies. But beyond this no man can be oblig d to go: and 


ſuch 


ure, 


und 


- that, for this plain reaſon, becauſe we are no where ob- 
© lip?d to love others better than, but only as our ſelves 
| Fourtbly, I ſay to our poor brethren, for the relief and 
? ſupply of their wants : becauſe whatever is given by us to 
- thoſe, whom we have not ſutficient reaſon to believe to 
be really poor (I do not mean only povr, fo as to want e- 


0 ceſJaries, but ſo as to want wherewith to ſubſiſt with 


tolerable eaſe, conveniency and comfort) may be calld by 
the name of /rberality, or gencrofity, or friendſhip, but 
can, in no proptiety of Speech, be cail'd A/ms.” Nay, 
and rho! we giye to thoſe whom we know to be really 
poor, but yec do not give for this end, the relief of their 
- wants, but tor ſome worldly end or Intereſt of our own, 


„this will never paſs in the fight of God, who chiefly 


minds the intention in every action, for Charity to the 
poor. Nay farther yer, if we give to thoſe, who, we 
have reaſon to believe, at the time of our giving to them, 
will not apply waar we give to the end for which we 
deſigu'd ir, he relief and ſupply of their wants, but make 
it miniſter ro their vices, and ſpend it upon their laſts? 
this will be ſo far from being true A/ns, a greit Chr. 
tian virtue, that it will be in ſome ot an av-rting and 
encourageing of Sin, which is a moſt Un-Chriffian Crime. And there- 


r 3 
SG 


fore it ſtands us inſtead to be very careful, either not to give to ſuch 


people at 211; or at leaſt, if their wants be very great, to give to them 
in ſuch a er and meaſure, that we may be ſatisfied that what we | 
give ſhall be apply'd to the relief of their neceſities, nor tae feeding 
of their vtces. n 
I add whi-her f Soul r Body; becauſe the Soul as well as Bodies 
of our Brethren, are capable of being benifited by this [91 t of Aims, 
As is ſeen in the redemption of Captives out of the hands of Infidel, 


and thereby reſcuing them from the temprations, Which they weie 


expos'd to, of d iſſcubling or renouncmg their moſt Holy Fab; ea- 


ling perſons in exceeding ſtrait and difficult exrcumitances 3 and,by 


ſo 1oving, preventing their falling into the Sins of Lymg, Perjury, 
Theft, Uncieaeſs, nay and perhaps Self-nurther,winich they miguc 


; atherwiſe probably enough have been drawn by the Devil to, c. 


And indeed tnen our Alus ſeem to have attain'd a great degree of 
perfection, when they are thus made dou'ly ſerviceable, to the 


: Souls, and to the Bodies of Men. 


Laſtly, I fay all this muſt be done upon the princigles of the Goſpel: 
e A4 1 becaliſe 
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becauſe, Whatever other virtue there might be in our Alms-giving, | 
r 


8 3 without thir: it can never be look'd upon as a Chriſtian Duty; 

\ 21 all Chriſtian Duties muſt be perform'd upon Chriſtian Principles. | 
EN! Now the principles, upon which the Goſpel recommends this Du. 
26 ty of Alms-giving to us, are ſuch as theſe; a love of, and regard to 


It | the commands, examples and honour of God, and our Bleſſed Savi- 
: our; a deſire of doing good to the Bodies, but eſpecially the Souls, 
of our poor Brethren, vid. all oa Epiſtles throughout. And an 
earneſt Hope and expe tation of thoſe Spiritual benefits and advanta- 
= ges, which, may probably accrue to our ſelves, from our perform- 
'#| ing this Duty, as we ought to do. Theſe muſt be the chief and 
_ 128 principal ends aim'd at by us, in our Al; or elſe, tho? we give 
Il | all our goods to feed the poor, it will profit us nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
| I do not ſay that the conſideration of thoſe worldly advantages, 
"Mm which our Alms are likely to procure for us, may not be a motive 
? and encouragement to us to give Alms; undoubtedly it may, or it 
would never have been propos'd as ſuch in Scripture. But then jr 
muſt be a motive, in its proper place, and order, after thoſe infinite- 
ly more noble and weighty once before mentioned. 0 
And thus I hope, I have ſufficiently both explain'd and vindica- 
ted my definition of Alms-giving, confider'd as it is a Chriftiau Duty. 
I am to proceed in the next place to ſhow you, in what manner 12 
1 Duty may be beſt per fornid by uw. And, in order to this, be pleas'd 
| to obſerve the following Rules. | * 
Firſt, to Diſpenſe your Alms, with Judgment and Diſcretion ; Diſ- 
eret ion I mean both as to the choice and preference of the fitteſt and 
. propereſt objects of theng; and the due proportioning, ſorting and 
timeing of them. 2 
| T have already told you, that it is Eſſential to Alme- giving, that 
we give to ſuch as we have reaſon to believe are really poor, and 
will rightly apply what we give them, to the relief of their 
poverty. And ſuch every private Chriſtian may eaſily find out, if he 
doth bur heartily ſearch for them, as he ought to do. Or at leaſt, 
if he cannot by himſelf yet, he may by adviſing with others, more 
eſpecially his Spiritual Guide; whoſe adviſe and direct ion, in this 
caſe, if he be but careful to follow, he acts, in this reſpect, as 
becomes a ſincerely good and wiſe Chriſtian, and what ever the 
* ſucceſs be, what he thus gives will certainly be plac'd by God, to 
- his account, as true Alms. | ; 
ut this is not all; It is not enough that we give to thoſe that 
are really poor, but bath Reaſon and Religion require, that we make 
2 diſtinction amongſt theſe, and according to the merits of their 
reſpective circumſtances, prefer one of them to another. A Man 
_ wha is in extreme want, and juſt ready to periſh, let his other 
circumſtances be what they will, is to be relieved before any other 
| perſon, that is not fo; bath becauſe Life is the deareft, and moſt + 
1189 valuable of all earthly bleſſings, and conſequently ought firſt to be 
| taken care of, and becauſe the ſuſtaining of this is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, even in order to have it in our power to do good to the Souls 
of Aſen. An Alus, by which our brother is Iike to receive any Si- 
9 e | ritual 
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ritual benefit, is to be preferr'd before one, that will only bring 
him a 2 55 one; Tod one, that will bring him both Spiritual 
and Corporal, before one, that will bring him but one of theſe. 
1 ſpeaking, 
moderately 
before an Infidel: Galat. 6. 10. 
factour, Neighbour or Companion, | 8 
a Gentleman or Perſon of faſhion fall'n to decay, before ſuch as have 
been born and bred in poverty: an honeſt and induſt rious . e ah 
before an Idle V, 185 Beggar; 2 Theſ. 3. 10. one that Providence 
has bro | 
brought ſo, Ec, Theſe and ſuch like are diſtin tions founded in 
the very Nature and Reaſon of things, and give a Right to the 
poor, to demand proportionable diſtin tions in the diſtribution of 


a very poor Man is to be reliev'd, before one 
ood Man, before a bad Man: a Fellow Chriſtian, 
alat. 6. 10. a Parent, Relation, Friend, Bene- 
before a Strange,: 1 Tim. 5. 8. 


poor: a 


. 


ht to a low condition, before one that his own Vices have 


our Alms. And conſequently we cannot, without the greateit un- 


reaſonablenefs aud abſurdity, and without manifeſt Injuſtice to the 


poor themſelves, overlook ſuch diſtinctions as theſe. © 

And much the ſame may be ſaid, as to rhe proportioning of our 
Alms. Sometimes, by feeding the poor only from h1u4 to mouth, 
and giving them but Lite at a time, we keep thoſe continually poor, 


who, by a large ſumm at firit, might have been ſet up in the world, 
and put in a condition of living comfortably ever after. At other 


times, the profuſeneſs of our Alus miniſters to Idleneſs, Vantonneſs, 
Intemperance and other vice-. Now, to prevent the miſchiefs a- 
riſing from theſe two extremes, we ſhall do well to conſider before 
hand rhe circumſtances, tempers and qual ificat ins of the perſons, who 
are to be reliev'd by us; and then to parcel out our 4tims to them 
in ſuch quantities, as may be likely to do them the mf, and the 


moſt laſting good. Always taking this caut ion along with us, that 


except in very extraordinary Cales indeed, we muſt never give ſo much 
at one time, as to leave our ſelves nothing more to give. For Cha- 
rity is to be the work of our whole lives and it will be a very 
uneaſie thing to a good man, to ſee the moſt moving Ooje:ts con- 
tinually before his eyes, and not to have it in his power to afltit and 
relieve them. „ 


| Next, as to the ſorting of our Alins, we know by daily experi- 
ence, that not always money, but ſometimes eat and drin, ſome- 


times clothing, ſometime yk, ſomet imes a flock for work or 
trade; ſometimes employing them in our own buſineſs, is the propereſt 
and beſt Charity to T poor ; falls in beſt with their preſent wants; 
or provides beſt for their future well being, as need moſt requites. 
And therefore theſe are things well worth our thinking on, in the 
diſtribution of our Alis. 1 Wy 

And then, as to the timeing of our Alus, or giving them in due 
ſeafon, this is a mighty beneficial circumſtance of them, both with 
reſpect to thoſe who receive, and our ſelves who give them. The 

ecerver 1s hereby preſerv'd from greater miſchiefs, nay often from 
utter ruine and deſtruſtion, which might otherwiſe have enſu'd; 


aud has therefore a double joy, preſent relief, and hope of future 


ale, from our A'ms, The Girer, beſides the unſpeakable pleaſure 
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$008. Huband of his Alms; Prov. 3. 27. 28. and doth that for à lit 
Ue, which, if it had been delay d any time, mult perhaps, have colt 


him ten times as much. . oo 
Thus much will Diſcretion do, towards the making the utmoſt of 
our Alms; it will dipoſe of them to thoſe, who have the moſt 
Juſt and equitable Title to them: it will render them moſt efeFual 
for the ends, for which we deſign them: and Ft both ſpread them 
as wide, and make them laſt as long, as can reaſonably be expe ged. 


Secondiy, Another Rule ſhall be, To give as much as we can con- 


Tenently ſpare, in our own lives time; and generally with our own 
Lands too, beſides, that the giving away part of our worldly goods, 
while we are alive, and in health, and capable of enjoying them 
our ſelyes, is a much ſurer proof of our love to G and our Nejoh- 
our; and conſequently a much greater ſatisfaction to our own 
minds, than the giving them, when we can have no farther uſe 


and enjoyment of them; beſides this, I fay, this is the ſureſt w ay 


to have our Alms obtain the end, for which we give them; and 
which they but too often fail of, when left to the management of 
Execntors, Truſtees, ce. Te Bs LT 5 

And then, as to giving with our own hauds : this is not onely the 
Jecureſt way of conveying to the poor, what we deſign for them, 
but likewiſe cairyera with it a very commendable appearance of 


renderneſs and regard for them and, which is moſt of all, will na- 


turally lead us to be acquainted with them, to inguire into their 


true Hate and condition, to ſee the miſeries which they are expos'd 
to, perfectly to underſtand their wants, and the beſt ways of re- 
lieving them: and by theſe means, bring us to a true ſenſe and fel- 
om feeling of, a true concern and compaſſion for, all their grievin- 


ces and neceſi ies. And this will moſt excellently prepare us for a. 


not her qualiticaton of a true Chriſtian Ali giver, which is 

II iy, To give chear fully and liberaly. I put both theſe toge- 
ther, becauſe one is ordinarily the effect of the other. What we 
do with a peas*d mind, we generally do with a liberal hand, Rom. 
12.8. G4 has expreſsly told us that he will have mercy ſhown with 


cheerſulneſs, and that he loveth a cheerful giver, 2 Cor. 9. 7. He has 
| ds wide to the poor aud 


commanded us frequently, to open our han 7 / 
xcedy in the land, Nr 12 8. 1 Gy and to be merciful as he himſe] F is 
merciful, Tam. 1. 5. who giveth liberally, giveth even all Linge vich- 
J to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. And indeed it is hardly to be conceiy'd, 
that a Man can love his Brother as he ought to do, and yet not de- 
Abt to relieve, eaſe aud comfort Lim, as occaſion requires, and moſt 
readily part with, what is abundantly ſufficient for this purpole. | 
What proportion of our worldly goods it becomes us to ſet apart, 
ö by reaſon 


af the infinite variety of Mens circumilances, which may make ir 
more reaſonable for one Man to give a Fifth part, than anothef a 
Twentieth. But thus much I cannot help obſerving. Firft, that moſt 
of us might give a great deal more. than we ds, and, either from our 
riccs OF ca ies, our Ee it tes, or AL leaſt needleſs expences, pa 


/ 


A $4 


robs nnn, CAP tha, FEI 77% ** 
* 1 y * 4 1 
= — * 1 b 8 
ta * 3 4 7 , L 
3 * = wy : 2 8 5 * 
4 * 3 *Y 9 ; A 
\ * 0 On » 4 1 
* 17 1 | 
18 \ ; * þ . 4 : k, 
% 


A ſo ſeaſonably relieving his poor brother, doth hereby become a 


* 8 e * Pee 1 4 
n * 22 « Þ . fn +. [2 hy 34 >= >. AT = 
4 Cit SS : 8 . ˙ u ˙ V 3 
l r 2 ; wt OFT Be” - oY "_ 
* W Tx % Y „ RIF oo I Tan 


* 3 


8 
* n * 
f V 1 ** n 1 


q l 6 4 at N FW Nn R #4 * 
hr; "* A N :Þ 0 1 4 * a af FER YEFE |; ö . 5 
jo" * 1 _—_ — 
0 — , . 
IN OL 7 | H. 8 | Gile iS 1 0 

| | [ CSS un 4 
r C H g Ol. Wi | | 

HY * h „ "I. 5 * 
4 * p : - * 4 


: * 4. 


1 ; * FIN 5 nmr N * OY 
a. FE: 4 1 a 5 
- a . 2 1 
* 8 3 8 43 p 2 
” * 1 * ＋ * 11 1 
- V. 5 2 2 
; , — * - 
1 
% 


1 — * 


nd 


ea off abundance, for the relief of our poor brethren. Secondly, that 

as far as we can learn from Scripture, the proportion of our Eſtates 
owt ſet apart for theſe uſes, ought ro be very great. God himſelf ſet it 
„very High to his own people the Jews, Exod. 23. 4. Deut. 14. 28. 29. 


| andi the examples of good men and women, mention'd upon this ac 
oſt count in Scriprure, carry it yet higher. Dorcas, we read, was full 
al 3 of good works and Alms-deeds which ſoe did, Acts 9. 30. Cornelius gave 
| much Alms, Acts 10. 12. Zaccheus, tho? a Publican, gave half of bis 


goods to the poor, Luke 19. 8. and the firſt Chritians ſold all their 


7 poſſeſſions, and divided the price to every one as be had need. 7 

m '  Fourthly, we muſt give with modeſty, humility, and all convenient 
is, Privacy. „Our Bleſſed Lord abhorr'd nothing more, in mens Aims- 
m Living, than pride and qſtentation; and therefore he particularly cau- 
= tion'd us againit. theſe, and declar'd that they would hinder our 
* Als from being accepted by God. And indeed there are no two 
ſe things, in their own natures, more inconſiſtent than A/ms-giving and 
Y Pride; the one naturally tending to humble us, by putting us in 
d mind of the mean, and poor, and in-ſuficicnt condition of mankind, 
f in this life, without the Divine favour and aſſiſtance : t he other tend- 


ing to puff us up, as if we had ſomething of our own, abſtracted from 
© _' God, which was really praiſe worthy, and fit for us to fleaſe our 
3 ſelves with, and make our boaſts of. 8 ; 
8 And, that we may lye under as little temptation as poſſible, to 
* © pride and vain glory, in the giving of our Alus, we are commanded 
1 do give them with all convenient privacy, Mat. 6. 1. I ſay all con- 
d venient privacy, becauſe there may be times, when privacy is not 
 eonvenient. Wheu the exemfplarineſs of our Alms happens to be 
needfu], for the ſetting forth of God's Glory, and the provoking one 
another to love and good works, then privacy would be a fault, Heb. 
10. 24, Then we are commanded to let our e fbine before men : 
Matt. 5. 16. but even then we muſt be careful to the utmaſt, not 
to be roo much pleas'd with, or conceited of, the brightneſs of it, 
3 - ourſelves. © | 


Laſily, We muſt diſtribute our Alms, with all im zg ina ble tender- 
nes, compaſſion and kind regard, to our poor brotuer. We mull give 
., as not to leave the leaſt umbrage for his fuſre:tinz, har we any 

way deſpiſe or reproach him, for his poverty. So, as we would with 

others to give, if we our ſelves were to be the receivers : fo, as 
becomes men that are ſenſible that it is God that hath made this 
difference between us and our poor bret hren, and may alter it by put- 
ting them into our condition, and us into theirs, Hen he pleaſeth. 
I Sam. 2. 7. He, who doth not this, but the contrary, is uncha- 
ritalle eyen in his Charity, and inſtead of velieviug and comforting, 
Frieves and propokes his poor Brother, who has already but 700 
great a weight of affliction upon him. And this, as it is a certain 
lign of a baſe and alject Spirit, ſo will it fare with us accordingly. 
It will prevent all our poor brothers zhanksgiomngs roGud, 2 Cor. 
9. Iz, on our behalf, which would have been no {mall advantage ta 
us; it will” be conſtrued by God himſelf, as a reproaching of him: 
Prov. 17.5. it will deprive us of all that inward % and ſatigfaction, 
IS TE. Which 


D 8 
EVE, LT RE ROE," IO? NT oat 5 
n A CS N 


e 


R 

* ON "I. * ad ba 2 

2 r 7 eee 
Vw 5 +» 
: . % \ 


1 fl \ . 
1 1 by 4 
„ 3 
— 


— 
4 
Ct I I ns > TOI I EIA II re A TOA 
— — —_— 
-- $a 5 4 1 „ 
—_ 
4 = . 


. a * 
_ n , , „* r rr * 25 n 
„ N r ? A i 


* * * W * * 


e 
4 
A 
2 
IIS 4; 


S&H ZR 
% 
— 
n 2 n — — BART HL gt 


; get ts CEE: TRE OS} | W Y . 
1 0 12 8 N * l * 4 . Ps N " e 5 ; a 6 thn 4 
WITS 8 5 f | Fe Fat e " 3 
— 8 N KR 1 1 "a; aRttxs & "vl mw 
y e $f "I" - x. aum 
SERMON Preachecd at the PA RISH 
\ * 4 „e. KX —e 4 . re * 4 A : 


Which we might otherwiſe have had in our Alms here: and inſtead 


: 
U 


after. F 


of rewards, it will treaſure up for us moſt dreadful puniſhments here- 


And thus I have fully intrufted you, both in the narure of tis 
duty of Alms- giving, and the beff manner of performing it. And 
now what wouldl give, that it were bit as eaſy to engage you to the 


Bahitual practice of it, as it is to mſtru# you in it. And yet certain- 
Jy this can be no very hard matter, if we conſider _ | 
Secondly, the various and moſt powerful motives that there are, 


to invite us to the pra ice of this Duty. But where ſhall I begin, 


or when end, upon this head? 
Which you lye under to this duty, from Nature, Reaſon and Reve- 
5 lation? Shall I fend you to the Old and New Teſta- 
See my Sermon ment, to ſee how particular a value God and our 
agamft Self- Bleſſed Saviour put upon this duty, preferring it e- 
Love, ven to the duties more immediately belonging to 
: themſelves ? Shall I tell you, that this is the diſtin- 
gri/oing badge of our Chriſtian Proteſſion ; and that, without this, 
no ot hier Chriſtian graces or virtues, not even the ſupernatural ones 


Shall I put you in mind of the plain and manifold obligations, 


cf the Spirit, will profit us any thing? Hoſea, 6. Mat. 12. 7. r Cor. 


8 | 124 
Shall I how you how many particular graces and virtues this one 


of Alm. gicing includes in it, and thoſe too the brighteſt and moſt 


Jiu ll ta be obtain'd of any, in the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity ? 
Buch as, the loving God above all things, and our Neighbours as our 
felves : an indifferency for the things of this World, and a readineſs 


of faith to exchange them, for the inviſihle ones of the other: a re- 
ſolution to obey and pleaſe God, whatever preſent ſelf-denyal and 


mor!:fication it may coſt us: and a firm truſt and detendance upon 
him, that he will become our exceeding great reward for ſo doing. 

Shall I propoſe to you the examples of the Holy Angels ; whoare 
continually Miiſtring for our good? Of the Son of God, who made 
It the whole buſineſs of his life here upon Earth, to go about doing 
good, Heb. 1. 14. and thought it more bleſſed to give than to receive, 
Acts 10. 38. 20, 35. Of God himſelf, the Author and Giver of every 
g994 gift, Jam. 1.17. the Farber of Meroies, and God of all Comfort, 
who at firit created us , and has been ever ſince ſuftaming and 


pręſerving us, through each moment of our lives, Acts 17. 28. And 


ſhall I need to oblerve to you, that we never do our (elves fo much 


true honour, as when we endeavour to copy after thelegreatand per- 


fe# examples, and by ſo doing, become in ſome ſenſe, Gods to our 

Brethren. 0 
Shall I calbto your remembrance the pleaſure that attends the 
formance of this duty? what a natural gratification it is to our 


wn bowels, Prov. 11. 17. how perfeity agreeable to our Reaſon : 


how exactly anſwerable to the true Spirit and Temper of our Re- 
lie ion: and conſequently what inward peace and jo) it muſt needs 
fill our Conſciences with. „ 

Shall I attempt to reckon up the many worldly advantages, that 
flow from it? how it will make w and ours belov'd and eſteem'd by 
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all men : ain us a mighty name and reputation in the world, and 
that too ſuch an one as ſhall endure when we are dead and gone, 
through many generations: be a ſteady «ſecurity and protettion. to 
us,: againſt all dangers, both in private and publick changes and re- 
volutions : help us to enjoy what we have, with the better reliſh : 
make it both ſpend and hold well : be a very likely means of encrea- 
ſing it, and the ſureſt way of entailing it, even to our Childrens 
Children. For ſo ſaith the Scriprure, and our experience gene- 
rally confirms the ſame. That the merciful man ir never f1ſaken, 


nor his Seed forced to beg their bread, that he ſhall be in everlaſting 


remembrance, and his horn ſhall be exalted with honour, that he ſtall 
either be taken away from the evil to come, or, let what will happen, 
be ſhall not be mov'd, or be afraid of evil tidings, hut heſhall ſee his defire 
upon hy enemies, and even in the days of famine be ſhall be ſatisfied. 
He ſhall eat his meat with gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart: wealth and 
riches ſhall be in his houſe, his ſeed ſhall be mighty upon earth, and h 
nheritance ſhall be for ever, Pf. 112. Pfl. 37. Acts 2. 45. 46 
Or rather, ſtall I endeavour to win you to the practice of this du- 
ty, by promiſes of Spiritual bleſſings? by aſſuring you that the 
Alms are an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable and well pleg- 
fing to God, Philip. 4. 2. 16. that your bleſſed Lord will voucliſate 
to accept of them, as kindneſſes done unto himſelf, Matt. 25. 40. 
that they will make way for your prayers to the throne of grace, 
Acts 10. 4. that they ſhall help to cover 4 multitude of your Sing, 
of your ſmaller and more excuſable Sins, 1 Pet. 4. 6. that hereby 
ye may know your ſelves to be of the truth, and aſſure your hearts be- 
fore God, Pro. 10. 12. that the remembrance of theſe will be a ſure 
comfort to you, when you ſhall moſt need comfort, upon your fict 
and dying beds, 1 John 3. 19. nay farther, that theſe ſhail follow 
you even beyond the grave, and become powerful Advocates for you, 
at the day of Judgment, Pſ. 41. 3. And rho' no man ſhall be then 
ſav'd, for the ſake of any fingle grace or virtue, Revel. 14. 13. yet 
it ſeems very plain (from our Lords inſiſting fo particularly upon 
this of bounty to the poor, Matt. 25. 34. and ſeeming to make it the 
greateſt upon which our everlaſting /entence is to turn, as he doti 
in his deſcription of the day of Judgment) that more regard ali 
be had, more favour ſhewn, to this grace or virtue fung, than to 
any other. | 


Oh! how delightful would it be, to dwell upon the contempla« 


tion of theſe gl 1915 things, and to raiſe our ſelves vp with it, in- 


to that Angelical, that Divine frame and remper of mind, a lore a 
deſire above all things, to be continually empluy'd in doing good. Bur 
the time will not allow me to infiſt any longer upon this, at pre- 
ſent. However I am ſatisfied that I have mention'd, tho? but bate- 
Iy mention'd, all theſe motives ; not doubt ing in the leaſt, but that, 
in this vaſt variety, one or other of them has ſo effectually ro, 
ſoften'd and open'd, the hearts of every one of you, that I need not 
beg your pat ience, or fear your attention, while I am going on. 

. Laſtly, to repreſent to you the excell:acy of that particular Cha- 
Tity, whick I am this day to intreat your Au for; and that 2 
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the maintaining of Schools, for the Rehgious 5 Uſeful Education * 
Poor chillen, both Boys and Girls. The excellency I ſay, for (be- 
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ſides that this is undoubtedly a true Charity, beitow'd upon thoſe. 


Who are really poor, and faithfully apply'd to the ends for which 
It is given) it has the farther. happineſs to be attended with many 


_ Bleſſings, ſuch as, it is to be fear'd, great part o 


ſuch peculiarly advantagious circumſtances, as make it preferrable 
to moſt other Charities. aas | 

Fit, It is a Charity of the beſt kind: a double Charity as I be- 
fore call'd 'it,-which doth good both to the Souls and Bodies on 


whom we hellow it. It not onely provides convenient raiment for 


them, and breeds them up in the moſt likely way of getting a comfor- 
table ſubſiſtence in this World(tho? theſe are very 1 and valuable 

mankind, not to 
ſay the greateſt, make their principal aim and end) but, which is 
infinitely more valuable, it throughly informs their minds, in the 


| knowledge and underſtanding of the moſt ufeſul and neceſſary princi- 


ples of their moit Holy Religion: it teaches them early to ſubdue and 
govern their paſions and diſorderly aries and affect ions: it keeps 
them out of the way of all manner of temptations to evil; and trains 
them up, ſo carefully and conftantly, in the ſure paths to piety and 
Peace, and eter lating hatt ineſs; that we have all the reaſon in the 


world ro hope, that when they are old they will not depart from them, 


Prov. 22. 6. but be evermore reaping the bleſſed fruits of our Cha- 
ty, fo all eternity: So that thu Clarity doth all, that Charity 


Toſſibly can do: it takes care of the whole Man both Body and Soul, 


2 ſoweth fure ſeeds of preſent and future happineſs, even for ever 
Secondly, This is a Charity, the good effects of which, will be of a 


. moſt diffuſfre and liſting nature, Not only theſe poor Children them- 
feldes, and the Parents, Relations and Friends 0 


them (to whom it 
muit needs be a matter of an unſpeakable joy and comfort, to be 
eas d of the charge and trouble of their Education, and to fee them 
pur into a very likely way of becoming happy both here and here- 
afier : nay, und peraaps of ailitting and ſupporting them in their 
Old Age, if there ſhail be occalion) but every Maſter, every Family, 
every Pariſh, every Tun, every Kingdom, to whom theſe poor 
Children ſhall hereafrer become ſerviceable and uſeful, will have rea- 


Ion to call ihote Bliſſed, wo, by their Charity, have been the main 


aud every E241 work. 


eil aint a power, of 


Int ruments of tlieit becoming ſo, And that too ſo much the more; 


e generally, before tlie lettlement of theſe Charity Schools, the 
Education of the Children of the Poor was very much neglected, and 


they were fo far from being likely to do any God in their Gene- 


ion, that they were the very luden and plague of Society: given 
to Idleneſs, Begoary, Swen ing, Theft, Lewdueſs, Violence, Murther, 
 Anditen, as to xhe laſtingneſs of the good effet of this Charity: 
beſides that they will probably hold the poor Children themlelves, as 
long as tiiey live ( it being no very eaſie matter to break loole from the 
a Vertubus and Religious Education) beſides 
tlis, I fay, it frems highly probable chat they being * 
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a truly ſenſible of the great and manifold advantages of ſuch an Educa- 
tion, will make it their utmoſt care to give their Children the ſame; 


and ſo on, till all future generations ſhall in ſome meaſure at leaſt, 
; partake of the benefits of this Chari rt. 
Thirdly, This is a Charity which doth moſt immediately aim at, and 
will very much contribute to, the honour of God and our bleſſed Saviour, 
and the reforming of mankind, and eſtabliſhing a true ſenſe and practice 
of Religion amongſt us. I have but juſt obſerv d to you, how devoid 
of all true ſenſe of God and Religion, how diſſolute in their man- 
ners, how extreamly vicious in all their practices, the Children of the 


 F00r have generally been, for want of a Religious and truly Chry/tian 


Education; and conſequently a great deal of that Immorality and 
Prophaneſs, which ſo much abounds amongſt us, muſt neceſſarily 
have been owing to this cauſe. If therefore we in earneſt deſire that 
Reformation of Manners, which ſo many of us profeſs our ſelves 
paſſionately concern'd for, we cannot do a better piece of ſervice, for 
this end, than entirely to remove this cauſe of Immorality and Pro- 


pPhaneſs, out of the way. And fince by the Bleſſing of God, there 
is a proper method already begun, and has been for ſome time ſuc- 


ceſsfully carry'd on, for the effecting of this, we ſhall be utter in- 


excuſable, if we ſuffer this method to fail, for want of our Charity 
to Support it: nay, if we do not to the utmoſt of our power, encou- 


rage and improve it. When is our Money ever ſo wiſely laid out; 
when will it ever turn to fo good account, as when laid out for 
the Honour of God and our Bleſſed Saviour, for the increaſing of V ir- 
tue, and propagating of true Religion. 


Fourthly, This is a Charity to thoſe, who above all others, are the 


Y Fropereſt OHjects of our Charity, I mean Children. Children, whoſe 


utter incapacity to help themſelves ought the more effectually to 
recommend them to our kindneſs and aſſiſtauce. Children, whoſe ſpot- 
eſs Innocence deſerves all, that we can poſſibly do for its preſerva- 
tion. Children, whoſe ſoft and tender Tempers render them ſuſcep- 


tible of the very beft and moſt laſting impreſſions, from Virtue and 


Religion : Children, whoſe whole >cene of Life is yer before them, 
and who therefare may be made the Inſtruments of doing very much 
good iu the World. Laſtly, Children, whom our Bleſſed Saviour has 
expreſs'd ſo much concern, ſuch a tender regard for, that we can 
hardly ever enough manifeſt our love of, or be careful enough for 
them. Mar. 19. 13. Mark 10. 16. Luke 18. 15. | 


Deareſt Jeſu ! What a raviſhing and tranſporting fight is it, to 


behold ſuch little Children, as thou graciouſiy vouch afeſt to Jut- 
ter to come unto thee, put into the right way of comming unto 
thee for ever? To behoid thoſe, whoſe Angels do always behold the 


Jace of God in Heaven, Mat. 18, 10. and of whom is the Kingdom of 
Heaven, ſo early and carefully train'd up inthe paths of virtue and 


goodneſs; that morally ſpeaking, they can hardly ſail of becoming 


one day Augel; themſelves, and inheriting that Kingdom, which they 


are ſo well fitted for? To behold thoſe, whoſe unbapfy circumitan- 
ces mutt. probably have expos'd them to innumerable hazards and 
diſtculties, wants and temptations, reſcu'd by Chriſtian wh 46 
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11 from all theſe: and as effequally invited and determin'd to the ſide 


A ute and Religon, haptineſs here aud hereafter, as they were 
likely tohave been ro That of mmmorality and prophaneſi, everlaſting 


uy Tune and deſtruftion, O thou Dear lover of Children, thou Dear 


lover of Soult, what an acceptable ſight muſt this needs be to thee? 
How precious in thy eyes ſhall all rhofe be, who have any hand 


in promoting this Gloriow this Godlike Work ? 
In this Life, and that which is to come. Db fa” ee 
This reward we are immediately ſure of in hand, that, by breeding 


4 


fore were uſually the quite contrary: we ſhall not only ſecure our 


pos'd to from them: but even reap ſervices and advantages, in their 
. Read. And we can have no reaſon to doubt, but that God will ful- 
Ty recompence, even in this World, all our care for the Children of 
others, by Bleſſings upon our own. Nay, and is not this a very 
likely way to procure a Bleſing even upon the Barren Womb, aud 
to have her made a Joyful Mother of Children, who ſhews, by her 
Afﬀeionate concern for the Children of others, how well the is diſ- 
pos d to take care of her 8x7, if God ſha!l think fit to ſend them. 
But however this may be, our reward in the next Life is infallibly 
Certain. There He, who was a Dear lover of Little Children, will 
not fail particularly to remember and reward all our k indneſſes towards 
them. Theſe, we are aſſur'd by him who cannot lye, they, who 
have been Inſtrumental in turning many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 


forth in the Kingdom of their Father, with a dittinguiſh'd-Luſtre, as 


_ Stars for ever aud erer, Diniel 12. 3. Mat. 13. 43. 4 
What then ſhall I ſay more to you? You have a Glorious opportu- 
nity. of doing good before your Eyes: O make haſte to embrace and 

incourage it; and beſure that the proportion of your Alms riſeth up 

tio the wor7/ineſs of it. Meaſure them not, by the itingy Cuſtom 
of this World, or the Example of a Coverous Neighbour : bur by 

the love of God and ( hy iſt co you by the Examples of the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians ; by your hopes of Heaven, and the greatneſs of 


thoſe rewards which ycu rkr1e efet. For, aſſure your ſelves, 5e 


_ that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſo, and with what meaſure we mete, it 
will 1 — ar . 2er. 9. 6. Luke 6.38. 1 Tim. 6.7. 
Let us ſeriouſly conſider, that we can carry nothing with us out of 
this World, and that onely ſo much, of what we have in it, will 
do us any good in the other, as we ſhall have ſent thither before us 
in Works of Mercy and Charity 3 and that it would have been bet- 
ter for us never to have been rich, than to have the ruſt of our rich- 


* es be a Witneſs ogainſt us, and eat our Fleſh as it were fire, and bring 
lch miſeries upon us, as ſhall makg us how! and weep everlaftingly, 


James 5. 1. 3. 2% 
O let us not, like the Ach Man in the Gaſpel, have all our 
good ly 5 in this life, Luke 16. 25 But let us lay up for our ſelves 
' a never fading ſubſtance in Heaven, and make to our 45 Friends 


. 


\ 1 ef the Manmon of 4.4 by hich that, when we Fail, they may ro- 


teſde ws into everlaſting habitat ions, Mat. 6, 20. Luke 16. 9. 
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Tab, This Charity will not fail of having its peculiar rewards, both 


up thoſe to be honeft and faithful, diligent and mdudtrious, who be- 


ſelves, from many dangers and troubles, which we before were ex- 
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N from all theſe: and as effetually invited and determin'd to the fide 
161 of Virtue and Religon, haptineſs here aud hereafter, as they were 
likely tohave been to that of immorality and prophaneſs, everlaſimg © 
rTume and deſtrution, O thou Dear lover of Children, thou Dear 
lover of Sone, what an acceptable ſight muſt this needs be to thee? 
How precious in thy eyes ſhall all thofe be, who have any hand 
in NN this Gloriow this Godlike Work ? 1 
Taſth, This Charity will not fail of having its peculiar rewards, both 
in this Life, and that which is to come. ke 
This reward we are immediately ſure of in hand, that, by breeding 
up thoſe to be honeſt and Faithful, diligent and induſtriaus, who be- 
fore were uſually the quite contrary : we ſhall not only ſecure our 
ſelves, from many dangers and troubles, which we before were ex- 
Pos'd to from them: but even reap ſervices and advantages, in their 
ſtead. And we can have no reaſon to doubt, but that God will ful- 
Iy recompence, even in this World, all our care for theChildren of 
others, by Bleſſings upon our own. Nay, and is not this a very 
likely way to procure a Bleſſing even upon the Barren Womb, aud 
to have her made a Foyful Mother of Children, who thews, by her 
Affe ionate concern for the Children of others, how well the is diſ- 
pos'd to take care of her own, if God ſhall think fit to ſend them. 
But however this may be, our reward in the neæ? Life is mfallibly 
certain. Theie He, who was a Dear lover of Little Children, will 
not fail particularly roremember and reward all our Kindneſſes towards 
them. Theſe, we are aſſur'd by him who cannot lye, they, who 
have been Inſtrumental in turning many to Righteouſneſs, hall ſhine 
forth in the K mg dom of their Father, with a diitinguiſh'd Luſtre, as 
Stars for ever and ever, Daniel 12, 3. Mat. 13. 43. 5 8 | 
What then ſhall I ſay more to you? You have a Glorious opportu- 
nity of doing good before your Eyes: O make haſte to embrace and 
incourage it; and beſure that rhe proportion of your Alms riſeth u 
to the wor7lineſs of it. Meaſure them not, by rhe ſtingy Cuſtom 
of this World, or the Example of a Covetous Neighbour : but by 
the love ot God and (hr iſt to you, by the Examples of the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians ; by your hopes of Heaven, and the greatneſs of 
Thoſe rewards which ycu th*1c etfett. For, aſſure your ſelves, ie 
that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſo, and with what meaſure we mete, it 
will be meaſur'd to us agam, 2 Cor. 9. 6. Luke 6. 38. 1 Tim. 6.7. 
Let us ſeriouſly conſider, that we can carry nothing with us out of 
this World, and that onely ſo much, of what we have in it, will 
do us any good in the other, as we ſhall have ſent thirher before us 
in Works of Mercy and Charity; and that it would have been bet- 
ter for us never to have been ich, than to have the ruſt of our rich - 
es be a Witneſs againſt us, and eat our Fleſh as it were fire, and bring 
fuch miſeries upon us, as ſhall make us how! and weep everlaſting iy, 
James 5. 1. 3. | 
O let us not, like the Ach Man in the Goſpel, have all our 
good things in this life, Luke 16. 25 But let us layup for our ſelves 
a never fading ſubſtance in Heaven, and make to our ſeldes Friends 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that, when we fail, they may r- 
ce ide us into everlaſting e Mar. 6, 20. Luke 16. 9. 
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